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W
hen the darkness draws 
in and you’re feeling the 
chill, it’s tempting to think 
of when Spring will come. 

Britain looks its best when the sun comes 
out, the flowers begin to bloom, and the 
countryside is teeming with new life. The 
ideal place to enjoy all this wonder from 
is a comfy, homely cottage. And with so 
many unique holiday homes on offer, 
taking a staycation is an ideal family-
friendly option for 2020.

HIGH HALLGARTH
CONISTON, LAKE DISTRICT
SLEEPS 7
PRICE FROM £303
In the village of Coniston is High 
Hallgarth, a National Trust holiday 
cottage built in traditional Lakeland 
style. Dating from the 17th century, the 
dry stone cottage overlooks the Little 
Langdale Tarn and its valley. It’s an 
ideal place to start a walk to Blea Tarn, 

Britain’s 
cosiest

cottages

If you’re looking for a relaxing and rural spring break,  
these homes-away-from-home could be just the  

ticket says Alice Barnes-Brown  

Above: High Hallgarth, 
this pic Lavethan Mill
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or further afield to the jaw-dropping 
Coniston fells.

The cottage has a couple of quirky 
period features, too. You’ll find a tin 
bath in the shed, and an earth closet 
in the building’s outhouse, so you can 
transport yourself into the Victorian era 
at bathtime. With no TV, WiFi or even 
telephone, High Hallgarth is perfect 
for those nostalgic few truly looking to 
escape modern life. 

LAVETHAN MILL
BODMIN, CORNWALL
SLEEPS 10, PLUS 2 COTS
PRICE FROM £1634
Sleeping 10 people (plus two cots), this 
16th Century former mill has something 
for everyone – from the outdoor pizza 
oven, to tranquil apple orchards, to the 
photogenic bedrooms. You can even 
watch a special demonstration of the 
waterworks that once kept this place 
running smoothly – it’s a history boffin’s 
dream.

Poldark fans will love Lavethan’s 
setting, at the heart of windswept Bodmin 
Moor. Pay a visit to the famous Jamaica 
Inn (a smuggler’s haunt), or discover 
barren hills and pools of water shrouded 
in Arthurian mystery. Watch out for the 
infamous Beast of Bodmin, though – it 
allegedly prowls the Moor.

UPDOWN COTTAGE
SHAFTESBURY, DORSET
SLEEPS 6, PLUS A COT
PRICE FROM £545 
Updown Cottage, in the quaint market 
town of Shaftesbury, is one of the most 
popular holiday homes in England. Built 
in the 16th Century, it occupies a prime 

position on Gold Hill (and famously 
featured in a 1973 Hovis advert, in which 
a young boy pushes his bike up the steep 
hill, passing picture-perfect cottages that 
look ever so inviting). At the top, you’ll be 
able to survey views across the Blackmore 
Vale. Inside, there are snug low-beamed 
ceilings, colourful themed bedrooms, and 
even a baby grand piano.

TAN Y BWLCH
GWYNEDD, WALES
SLEEPS 2
PRICE FROM £304
This Welsh cottage overlooks the sea, 
and sits at the very end of the stunning 
Llyn Peninsula – at least 30 miles from 
the nearest significant town. Tan Y Bwlch 
is built in a typical ‘Crog loft’ style – 
meaning that a bedroom nook was built 
over the cooking hearth. Here, you’ll 
find a romantic room for two, with oak 
floors and sloping ceilings (complete 
with their original 19th century beams). 
There’s no WiFi, so you’ll be able to 
switch off completely from 21st Century 
stresses. Instead, take a brisk walk along 
the beach, or visit the village pub to chat 
to the locals. It’s the perfect place for an 
off-grid retreat.

BUTLER’S APARTMENT
ENNISKILLEN, NORTHERN 
IRELAND
SLEEPS 4
PRICE FROM £279
Sitting in the old laundry yard of the 
grand Baroque Florence Court, this 
18th-century holiday home is steeped 
in history. It was once home to the male 
servants of the Earls of Enniskillen, who 
lorded it over the tumultuous Irish border 

region. In this atmospheric holiday home, 
you can easily imagine the cooks, butlers, 
drivers and valets that would once have 
kicked off their shoes at the end of a 
long day here. The estate prides itself on 
sustainability, so the water is heated using 
biomass. Better still, you can explore the 
house and grounds of Florence Court 
before they open to the public, so you can 
get your Springwatch on and roam the 
woodlands with minimal disturbance to 
the wildlife.

TACK BARN
RINGMER, EAST SUSSEX
SLEEPS 2, PLUS A COT
PRICE FROM £720
Secreted away in the South Downs is 
Tack Barn, an eco-friendly converted 
stable block. Even the linens are dried 
on a washing line! Tack Barn sits on the 
edge of a picturesque pond, camouflaged 
amongst the trees. But, if you would like 
to venture into town, it’s only half an hour 
from Brighton. So, the cottage is ideal for 
creative folk. The barn features local arts 
and crafts, and the welcome hampers are 
filled with Sussex-sourced produce. The 
owners of the cottage are friendly with the 
local ice cream maker, so if you ask nicely, 
you might find a box in your freezer.

RED KITE BARN
POWYS, WALES
SLEEPS 6
PRICE FROM £510
Set in the wild Welsh mountains, 
Red Kite Barn is a sleek conversion 
surrounded by 80 acres of private 
woodland. Nearby is the Elan Valley, an 
area known by proud locals as the ‘Welsh 
Lake District’. A variety of wildlife calls 

these lands home, including red kites, 
from which the barn gets its name. If you 
are environmentally conscious, you can 
carbon offset your stay by planting trees 
and rewilding the forests around the 
holiday home. If all that hard work tires 
you out, you can relax in Red Kite Barn’s 
mood-lit living room, looking out over 
the wilderness. There’s also a pool table, 
and a bathroom that closely resembles 
a spa.

ERWARTON
SYMONDS YAT, FOREST OF  
DEAN, HEREFORDSHIRE
SLEEPS 6
PRICE FROM £417
At the bottom of the spectacular  
Wye Valley is Erwarton.  
Right on the river front, you won’t be 
able to miss the glowing stone cottage. 
Spend a leisurely afternoon fishing, 
canoeing, or catch the old, hand-
operated ferry to the Saracen’s Head  
pub. The Forest of Dean is fantastic  
for active pursuits, so climb up the  
iconic Symonds Yat Rock for the views, 
or try an assault course that’s high up 
in the pines. The best thing is, you can 
bring up to two dogs with you, so they 
can enjoy this rural idyll just as much  
as you will.

THE CHESTNUTS
THE COTSWOLDS
SLEEPS 8
PRICE FROM £850
These luxury eco-cottages 
(which have previously 
been voted one of the top 
three in England) are just 
a few steps away from the 
pretty Cotswold village of 
Shilton, along the banks of Shill brook. 
The brook has been forded, which is a 
pleasant place for a picnic, or for children 
to splash about in. Most of Shilton’s 
architecture is built in Cotswold stone – 
including the local church, dating back to 
the Norman era. The cottages themselves 
have a chilled out atmosphere, and you 
can even arrange for an in-house massage 
by a highly qualified therapist – brilliant 
for easing all those aches and pains.

STEADING COTTAGE
CRAIGIEVAR CASTLE, SCOTLAND
SLEEPS 4
PRICE FROM £380
On the edge of the rugged Cairngorms 
National Park is Craigievar Castle, which 
looks as if it belongs in a child’s dream 
rather than the Scottish Highlands. The 
pink, turreted castle is like something 
out of a fairytale, and the chocolate box 

holiday cottage on its grounds fits  
in perfectly.

Steading Cottage was once a 
comfortable home to the estate workers, 
located on a cobbled courtyard that 
directly overlooks the castle (which is 
filled with ancient armour and artefacts 
from Scotland’s past). In the spring, roses 
climb its dark stone walls, and form a 
beautiful floral archway above its outdoor 
seating area. Inside, you’ll find a log fire 
to cosy up by, and the tartan blankets are 
a nice touch.

MERRYLEE COTTAGE
LOCH FYNE, SCOTLAND
SLEEPS 4
PRICE FROM £495
Just south of Scotland’s black-and-white 
town of Inveraray is Merrylee Cottage, 
which sits at the edge of Loch Fyne. The 
cottage’s garden reaches all the way to 
the shores of the loch, in fact, so bring 
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your canoe and get paddling in the spring 
sunshine. If you’re more of a landlubber, 
the garden itself is rather pretty, with 
lots of colourful bushes that look their 
finest in spring. Inside, you can simply 
relax with a book in one of the cottage’s 
two sitting rooms. More adventurous 
sorts might enjoy a breathtaking hike 
in the Argyll hills, where snow-capped 
mountains meet the sea.

REFECTORY COTTAGE
RIEVAULX ABBEY, NORTH 
YORKSHIRE
SLEEPS 4, PLUS A COT
PRICE FROM £570
Nestled within the scenic grounds 
of Rievaulx Abbey (once England’s 
wealthiest religious establishment, before 
it was dissolved by Henry VIII in 1538), 
Refectory Cottage is a history lover’s 
dream. As the cottage is owned by English 
Heritage, entry to Rievaulx Abbey is free 
for guests. After a breakfast of cereals, 
jam on toast and a warm cuppa by the 
log fire, you can stroll among the ruins 
of the Cistercian order’s main buildings. 
Helmsley Castle, another fascinating 
English Heritage property, is an easy 
walk away. Be sure to get up early to see 
the gorgeous Abbey at dawn, as the dew 
begins to glint in the sunlight – it’s a 
morning view like no other.

Steading Cottage

Merry Lee Cottage

Refectory CottageThe Chestnuts

High Hallgarth
Little Langdale, Coniston, Ambleside
T: 0344 800 2070
E: cottages@nationaltrust.org.uk
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/holidays

Lavethan Mill
Tresarrett, Bodmin, Cornwall
T: 01326 555555
E: BookingOffice@classic.co.uk
W: www.classic.co.uk

Updown Cottage
Gold Hill, Shaftesbury
T: 07710 307202
E: info@updowncottage.co.uk
W: www.updowncottage.co.uk

Tan y Bwlch
Rhiw, Pwllheli
T: 0344 800 2070
E: cottages@nationaltrust.org.uk
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Butler’s Apartment
Florence Court Demesne, Enniskillen 
T: 0344 800 2070
E: cottages@nationaltrust.org.uk
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/holidays

Tack Barn
Upper Lodge, The Broyle, Ringmer, East 
Sussex
T: 07973 655804
E: corina@upperlodgesussex.com
W: upperlodgesussex.com/tack-barn

Red Kite Barn
Llanafan Fawr, Newbridge on Wye
T: 07951 957067
E: bookings@chillderness.co.uk
W: chillderness.co.uk/red-kite-barns

Erwarton
Symonds Yat, Herefordshire
T: 01873 890190
E: office@the-cottage-company.co.uk
W: www.wyevalleyholidaycottages.co.uk

The Chestnuts
Bridge St, Shilton, Burford, Oxfordshire 
T: 07860 337763
E: chris@ecochiccottages.com
W: www.ecochiccottages.com

Steading
Craigievar Castle, Alford, Aberdeenshire
T: 0131 458 0305
E: holidays@nts.org.uk
W: www.nts.org.uk/Holidays

Merrylee Cottage
Minard, Inveraray, Argyll
T: 01835 822 277
E: enquiries@unique-cottages.co.uk
W: www.unique-cottages.co.uk

Refectory Cottage
Rievaulx Abbey, Rievaulx, North Yorkshire
T: 0370 333 1187
E: holidaycottages@english-heritage.org.uk
W: www.english-heritage.org.uk

CONTACT INFORMATION
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